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unpatentable over Karal in view of Brasington et al. and in view Stephens and US 
Patent No. 5,812,991 (Kara4). 

The Examiner in the last rejection rejected claims 52 and 53 over 
Karal in view of Brasington et al. and further in view in the article from Stephens 
and US Patent No. 5,978,772 to Mold for the reasons set forth on page 16. 

Applicants respectfully submits that the present invention as set 
forth by independent claims 1, 32, 42, 49, 50, 52, 54, 55, are patentably distinct 
over the cited art. In particular, these independent claims are directed to a system, 
method and computer software product for ordering custom official postal stamps. 
In this regard, the postal stamp of the present invention is to be distinguished from 
the metering postage provided by the Kara reference. In particular, the postal 
stamp according to the present invention is directed to a small piece of paper that 
is sold by a government for affixing to an article to be mailed. See Webster's II 
definition of stamp (Exhibit A attached). As applicants have previously noted, in 
Karal and Kara2, these references are directed to metered postage as opposed to 
official postal stamps that incorporate personal images. Karal teaches awav from 
the use of stamps. See abstract of Karal, column 1, line 30-36 and column 2, 
lines 12-30, as it discusses many of the disadvantages of providing an official 
postal stamps. This is in complete contrast to the present invention which is 
directed to official postal stamps. The same issues arise with Kara2, see the 
abstract in column 1, lines 50-65. Therefore, it would not be obvious to provide 
the postal stamp to which applicants' invention is directed. 

Furthermore, the present invention can be distinguished from the 
Kara references in that the present invention includes a central authorizing 
computer system for communicating with at least one remote ordering system 
over a communication network. The central authorizing computer system having 
a computer program for forwarding information to at least one remote ordering 
system. The Karal reference does not teach or suggest the remote ordering of 
postal stamps as taught and claimed by applicants. Neither does Kara2 or Kara4. 
In these patents, additional postage amount is supplied to the postage metering 
system. There is no ordering of stamps remotely as taught and claimed by 
applicants. As can be seen by from the abstract, the Kara2 and Kara4 references 
are directed to a system method for printing a postage metered stamp . This is 
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opposed to a normal paper stamp to which the present invention is directed. 
Further, the present invention is directed to providing actual images as part of the 
official postage as opposed to simply providing images associated with the 
metered stamp as illustrated in Karas' 2 and 4. 

The present invention allows customizing of an official postal 
stamp by a user from a remote ordering system wherein the user provides an 
image for incorporation as a part of the official postal stamp. Here again, the prior 
art Kara references fail to teach incorporation of a user provided image into the 
official postage stamp. 

The Brasington et al. reference discloses a vending machine for 
printing postage stamps. This is not directed to a system whereby authorizing 
computer systems can communicate over a communication network with at least 
one remote ordering system. Further, since this reference is directed to selling 
stamps, there would be no motivation or suggestion of combining this with the 
Kara references as the Kara references are directed to metered stamps and not the 
use of stamps. There would be no motivation or suggestion of combining one 
reference with the other as suggested by the Examiner. 

With respect to the Stephens' article, this is directed to a situation 
where personalized stamps may be purchased. However, there is no teaching or 
suggestion of the remote ordering system to which the present invention is 
directed or the providing of a central authorizing computer system for 
communicating with at least one ordering system as taught and claimed by 
applicants. What is disclosed in the Stephens' article was people walking up to a 
camera station, capturing their images for production on stamps right there. There 
is no teaching or suggestion of providing a system for ordering over a 
communication network as taught and claimed by applicants. As can be seen 
from the article itself, a humorous notation was made in the instruction that were 
handed to each potential stamp subject after advising them that they took no 
responsibility for any personal presentation. Thus, it is clear that this ordering of 
personal stamps was not done over a communication network, nor is there any 
teaching or suggestion that one could. Here again, there is no motivation or 
suggestion of combining these with the references. In particular, there would be 
no reason to combine this with Kara as Kara is directed to metered postage as 
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opposed to official postal stamps. Further, there would be no suggestion of 
combining this with the Brasington et al., as the Brasington et al. reference is 
directed to a vending machine and even if it were combined with Brasington et al., 
there is no teaching or suggestion of providing the ordering over a communication 
network as taught and claimed by applicants. 

The present invention allows the ease and convenience of ordering 
personal postage stamps over a communication network. The present invention 
also provides means assuring that appropriate stamps are provided by authorizing 
a central authorizing computer system through which the stamps are ordered. If 
anything, the prior art references teach away from the combining of the references 
as each of them is directed totally apart and distinct type of feature. As previously 
noted, the Kara references are directed to metered postage as opposed to stamps of 
the present invention. The Kara references were designed to overcome the 
disadvantages of providing postal stamps to which the present invention is 
directed. The present invention allows the providing of images or the customizing 
of images by a user over a remote system which is not taught or suggested by the 
prior art. 

In summary, applicants respectfully submits that the application in 
present form is in condition for allowance and such action is respectfully 
requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Frank Pincelli/djw 
Rochester, NY 14650 
Telephone: (716)588-2728 
Facsimile: (716)477-4646 



attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 27,370 
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2 Asmall piece of paper that is soldbyji government for affixing to 
/Vjrticle to^be maiWjiPosf ace stamp, b. A similar piece of paper 
for a specific "purpose <trading stamps> S. An identifying or 
^ijcterizing mark or impression. 6. Characteristic nature or quality, 
^m-pede (stlm-ped'} 71. [Sp. estampida. uproar < Prov. < estam- 
^ to sump, of Germanic orig.] 1. A sudden headlong rush of startled 
2. A sudden headlong rash of a crowd of people. 3. A precip- 
^ mass movement, -v. -ped-ed, -rx.-d.ing, -pedes, -vt. 1. 

cause (animals) to move in a headlong rush. 2. To cause (a group of 
^le) to act on a single, common impulse. - vi. 1. To move in a 
^ing rush. 2. To act on a single, common impulse. — stam* 
pi'a a. 

jumping ground a. 1. One's customary environment. 2. A favor- 
^gamcrinK place. 

j^mp mill n. 1. A machine that crushes ore. 2. A building in which 
#a crushed. 

jaflcefstins) n. [OFr. estance, position < [tal. stanza < VLat. *stan- 
it < Lit. stare, to stand.] 1. a. The attitude or position of a standing 
^cr animal, b. The position assumed by an athlete directly pre- 
-jtjtory to action. 2. An emotional or intellectual position. 
(tanch 1 also Staunch (stflnch, stanch) vt. stanched, stanch* 
ins, «**n cl1 * es also staunched, staunch- ing, staunch-es. 
$ sumchen < OFr. estanchier < VLat. "stanticare < Ut. stans 
Itfitt of s tare, to stand.] I. To stop or check the flow of. 2. To check 
flow of blood from (a wound). 3. To stop or prevent the progress of 
-rtancb/er n. 

(tjnch 1 (stonch, stanch) adj. vai. of staunch 1 . 
(ua-chion (stin'chan, -shan) n. [ME stanchon < OFr. estanchon < 
sttnee prop, -see stance.] 1. An upright pole, post, or support. 2. 
One of the vertical posts used to secure cattle in a stall. — vt 
<hioaed, -chion-ing, -cbions. 1. To equip with stanchions. 2. 
To confine (cattle) in stanchions. 

rtind(stind) v. stood (stood), stand-in*, stands. [ME standen < 
dsteadao^ - vi 1. a. To take or maintain an upright position on 
defect b. To be placed in or maintain an erect position., c. To grow 
31 vertical direction. 2. To assume a standing position in a manner 
verified <stand straight 3. To point or range in hunting. 4. To be 
(qui to 3 specified height when erect <stands five feet tall> 5 To 
itmiin valid, intact, or unchanged <The rule still stands on the 
tcob.> 6, To have a specified position, expectation, or opportunity 
<wd to gam> 7. To be situated or placed. 8. To be in a specified 
dssor degree : rank <stood second in the class> 9. To remain in a 
ntioDtry position. 10. a. To remain without movement, flow or dis- 
arbnice, b. To stagnate. 11. To take up or keep to an attitude, con- 
•Won, or count < S t a nd fast> 12. Chiefly Brit. To be a candidate for 
faWicomce. 13. To take or hold a particular course or direction on the 
nttr <a ship standing to windward> ~vt. 1. To cause to stand * 
pbee uprjght. 2. To encounter : meet <stand battlo 3. a. To resist : 
ntbstand b. To tolerate : endure <can't stand the tension> 4. To be 
Reeled to : undergo <stand trial> 5. Informal. To pick up the 
frck tor : treat <stand a friend to a drink> -stand for. To rep- 
bok ; symbolize, -stand in. To act as a stand-in. -stand off 
no maintain a distance from. 2. To fail in or deny compliance or 
ipwnent. 3. To put off : evade. 4. To take or maintain a course away 
torn snore, -stand out. To refuse compliance, -stand up. 1 To 

2' ' s w dl " 8 ?°t id ? n , : RISE - To P rove vaiid > satisfactory, or 
wnij. 3. informal. To fail to keep an appointment with someone 
<My date stood me up.> -n. 1. The act of standing. 2. A halt. 3. 
*uticra of work or activity : standstili.. 4. A stop on a performance 
122 7°* ° f one - n «8 h « x*nds> 5. The place where 

«Mands. 6. A small booth or stall for goods for sale. 7. A space re- 
tor taxis. 8. A desperate or decisive halt for defense or resis- 
toL.* A v P< ? 1 ltI0 ? me 13 P«P«ed ^ defend <take a stand> 10. 
ST; * b "^f 13 at 3 ficId 01 stadium. 11. A witness 

■3s. 1 A or framework for holding various articles <a music 
*T A _ gr ? wth of P lants or trees <« ^and of maples> - stand 
Ito^ftl 0 j t 3 l ch f ncc of OT accomplishing, -stand 

ground. To hold one's position, -stand to reason. To 
*omastent with reason. - stand'er n. 

San a & C ^'Z'YK adj - 0f ' relatin * t0 ' OI teng a device 
SSSPf 1 ? n ;? de P cndently <a sumd-atoae computer* 

S^oIm ttf \ m < 0Fr - • ettambu f rallyin « P lacc ' of 
Srf^* 1 • fl * ft baimer ' or <nsi « n ' SP^U '- »■ 1(16 e n si«n of a 
SveSjf' na / t0n ' 0r City - b ' A lon 8 fla 8 the dis- 

»ootnri^ °, 3 P*" 00 or conwration. c The colors of a mounted 
feSST- mAxaiT y ^ 2- »• An accepted measure of comparison 
*rSS IVe °J. < l uailtat i ve value : criterion, b. An object that un- 
\ f™ a ° nS defines ' rc P rcsen " ( or records the magnitude 
^ b« hLi Pjopornon by weight of gold or silver to alloy metal 
for , J" 0r usc m coina « e - *• The commodity used as the 
Jtlirge 
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of measurement or value, b. Commonly used and accepted as an au- 
thonty <a standard text in the field of economics> c Of average but 
acceptable quality, d. Of normal or prescribed size or quantity. 2. Con- 
forming to an established norm of educated usage in language 
stan.dara-bear.er (stan'dsrd-bar'ar) n. 1. One that bears the col- 
ors of a military unit. 2. One in the forefront of a movement. 
8tan.dard.bred (stan'dwd-bred') n. One of an American breed of 
horses developed for harness racing, 
standard candle n. A candela. 

standard deviation n. Statistics. 1. The square root of the var- 
iance. 2. A statistic used as a measure of dispersion in a distribution, 
the square root of the arithmetic average of the squares of the devia- 
tions from the mean. 

Stan-dard English (stin'dard) n. The variety of English that is 
most widely accepted as the spoken and written language of educated 
speakers in formal and informal contexts and is characterized by gen- 
erally accepted conventions of spelling, grammar, and vocabulary 
while admitting some regional differences, esp. in pronunciation and 
vocabulary. 

standard gauge n. 1. A railroad track that is 56W inches wide. 2. 
A railroad or railroad car that meets standard gauge specification, 
stan-dard- ize (stan'dar-dir') vt -ized, -iz.ing, -iz-es. To cause 
to be in agreement with a standard. — stan'dard-i.za'tion n 
standard of living n. A measure of the goods and services afford- 
able by and available to a person or a country, 
standard operating procedure n. An established procedure to 
be followed in a given situation. 

standard time n. The time in any of 24 time zones, usu. the mean 
solar time at the central meridian of each zone 
stand-by (stJnd'bi') n„ pi. -bys. 1. One that can always be de- 
pended on. 2. A favorite or frequent choice. 3. a. One kept in readiness 
to serve as a substitute, b. Readiness to serve as a substitute <was on 
standby for a flight to London> 
stand.ee (stan-de') n. An occupant of standing room, 
stand-in (stand'In') n, 1. One who substitutes for an actor during 
lights and camera adjustments. 2. A substitute, 
stand.ing (stin'dlng) n. 1. The act or position of one that stands. 2. 
Standing room. 3. a. Status with respect to achievement or reputation 
b. High reputation : esteem <a person of standing in the community> 
4. Length of time : duration. - adj. 1. Remaining upright : erect. 2. 
Made or performed from an upright position <standing fumps> 3. Per- 
manent and unchanging <a standing order> 4. Not movable : sta- 
tionary. 5. Not flowing or circulating : stagnant. 
standing army n. A permanent army of paid soldiers, 
standing crop n. The total amount of living organisms in a specific 
area at a given time. 

Standing room n Space in which to stand, as at a performance for 
which all seats are filled. 

standing wave n. A wave in which the amplitude of the resultant 
of a transmitted and a reflected wave is stationary in time and in 
which some of the energy of the transmitted wave is absorbed by the 
rejecting boundary. 

stand-off (stand'of -6i ') n. A standoff insulator, 
stand-off (stlnd'df ', -6f) n. 1. A tie in a race or contest : draw. 2. 
A neutralizing or counterbalancing effect. 

standoff insulator n. An insulator used to support a conductor a 
specified distance from a surface. 

stand'O-ff.ish (stand-6'f Ish, -ofTsh) adj. Unsociable : aloof ' 
stand oil n. A drying oil, as linseed, rung, or soya, heated until thick- 
ened and used in oil enamel paints, 
stand. out (stand'out') n. One that is outstanding, 
stand-pipe (stind'pip') n. A large vertical pipe into which water is 
pumped in order to produce a desired pressure, 
standpoint (stand 'point') n. [Transl. of C. Standpunkt.) A posi- 
tion from which things are considered or judged : point of view 
St. An-drew's cross (sant' an'drooz) n. [After the apostle St An- 
drew d. ca a.d. 60).] l. A cross shaped like the letter X. 2. A shrubby 
flowers ^ P j45Cyrum hypencoides, with four-petaled yellow 

Btand-still (stand'stll') n. A halt <The work on the project came to 
& standstill 

stand-up or stand-up (stand 'Op') adj. 1. Erect : upright. 2. Tak- 
en standing <a standup supper> 3. Of or designating a performance 
s^ged^wtthout costume, props, or assisting persons <a startup co- 
Stan. ford-Bi- net scale (stan'fard-bl-ni') n. [After Stanford 
University, California.] A revision of the Binet-Simon scale used in 
one form or another since 1916. 
stang (sting) v. Obs. var. p.t. of stinc. 

^?7* h ,°c£f; W!! ap '' Stin y ] l Mta Rev - Fitzr °y Stanhope 
(1 7$ 7-1 864).] A light carnage having one seat and two or four wheels 
stank (stingk) v. var. p.t. of stink. 
stan.nic (stin'rk) adj. [Prob. < Fr. starmique < LLat. stannum, tin 
< Ut an a loy of silver and lead.] Of, relating to, or containing tin, 
esp. with valence 4. ^ ^ 

stannic chloride n. A colorless caustic liquid, NaiSnCL-HiO 
made from tin treated with chlorine and used in making textiles, sen- 
sitized papers, and perfumes. 
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stag, nantjstiig' nan t) drf/. [Lat. stognans. stagnant-, pr.part of 

— stflgnare. tj^Mugnant < stagnum. swamp.] 1. Not moving or flow- 
ing : siOTi^^m<stagnant water> 2. Foul from standing still : stale 
<stagnant^K. Sluggish <a stagnant period for sa!es> -stae'- 

# n»n.cy n. - stag'nant.Iy ctfv. 

stag.nate (stag'nat') W. -nat.ed, -nat.ing, -nates. (Lat 
^gnue stagnat- < stagnum. swamp, j 1. To be or become stagnant 
2. To fail to progress or develop. — stag-na'tion n. 
St. Ag.nes' Eve (sant ag'nls) n. vaz. of Saint Agnes' Eve. 
stag-y also stag-ey (sta'je) adj. -r-er, -i-est. Theatrical in char- 
acter or quality, esp. affected, -stag' My adv. - s tag 'i. ness n 
staid (stad) adj. [< obs. staid, p.part. of stay.] Marked by a sedate and 
usu. grave reserve : sober. - staid' ly adv. -staid'ness n 
S ^ n J it3ai Y- ataincA ' stain-ing, stains. [ME steynen, partly < 
UFf. destemdre, to deprive of color (Lat. dis-. apart + tingere, to dye) 
and partly < ON steina. to paint.] -vt. \, To discolor : soil. 2. To 
taint : corrupt. 3. To color with dye, 4. To treat with a reagent or dye 
to tacthtate microscopic examination. - vi. To make or receive dis- 
colorarions. -n 1. A spot or smudge of foreign matter. 2. A blemish 
onones moral character or reputation. 3. A substance appiied esp. to 
wood that penetrates the surface and imparts color. 4. A colored so- 
lution for staining microscopic specimens, -stain 'a-ble adi 
— stain 'ern. 

Stained glass n. Glass that is colored as by fusing colored metallic 
oxides onto the glass, or by painting and baking transparent colors on 
the glass surface. 

stain- less (stan Mis) adj. I. Having no stain or blemish. 2. Resistant 
to stain or corrosion. — stain'lcss-ly adv. 
stainless steel n. A steel alloyed with chromium so as to inhibit 
tne corrosion, oxidation, or rusting resulting from exposure of ordinary 
steel to moisture. 

stair (stir) n. [ME < OE sueger.] 1. stairs. A series or flight of steps 
: st/urcase. 2. One of a flight of steps 

stair.case (star'kaV) n. A flight or series of flights of steps and a 
supporting structure connecting separate levels, 
stair. way (star'wa') n. A staircase. 

stair. well (sur'wgl') „. A vertical shaft around which a staircase 
has been built. 

stake (stak) n. [ME < OE staca.] 1. A sharpened piece, esp. of wood 
or metal for driving into the ground, as a marker, fence pole, or tent 
peg 2. a. A vertical post to which an offender is bound for execution 
by burning, b. Execution by burning at the stake. 3. A vertical post 
secured at the edge of a platform, as on a truck. 4. Mormon Ch. A 
territorial. division consisting of a group of warns under the jurisdiction 
ot a president. 5. a. Money or property risked in a wager or game of 
cnance. b. The pnze awarded the winner of a contest or race : purse. 
6. A race in which a reward or prize is offered to tne winner. 7. A share 
to an enterprise. 8. A grubstake. - vt. staked, staging, stakes. 
1. To indicate the boundaries of with or as if with stakes. 2. To attach 
or support with a stake. 3. To tie to a stake. 4. To gamble or risk : 
hazard. 5. To provide working capital for ; finance, —at stake. In 
jeopardy. _ stake out. 1. To assign (a police officer) to conduct sur- 
veillance of a given area. 2. To establish a stakeout on. 
stakeout (stak'out') n. Police surveillance 
^r??™?^'?* < s »- k5 'n»-«t') n. [Alter Alexei Stakhanov 
(!WJ^-iy77). A Soviet worker whose diligence and zeal have earned 
governmental recognition. 

sta-lac.tite {sw-IaVtit', stSl'ak-) n. [NUt. satires < Gk. sta- 
laktos dripping < stalassein, to drip.] A deposit that projects down 
trom the roof of a cavern due to the dripping of mineral-rich water 
i7^*f ^ ti * form ' adj - -«al'aotit'ic (staTak-tit'Ik, st 3 - 

laK -) adj. 

sta-lag (sta'lag', stJU'ag') n. (G., short for Stammlager. base camp 1 
A Urawn pnsoner-of-war camp for enlisted personnel. 

sta.lag.mite (sta-lag 'mit', stfl'ag-) a. [NLat. stalagmites < Gk 
stalagma, a drop < stalagmos. dripping < stalassein. to drip.] A de- 
posit that projects upward from the floor of a cavern as a result of the 
^IjP^m^mineral-rich water, -stal'ag.mit'ic (stal'^g-mlt'Ik, 

stale' (staJ) adj. stal-er, stal-est. [ME, well-aged (as beer).] I. HaW 
ing lost freshness, effervescence, or palatability. 2. lacking originality 
or spontaneity <a stale joke> 3. Impaired in efficacy or strength. 4. 
Having lost legal efficacy or force through lack of exercise oTaction 
-vt. e> vi. staled, stal-ing, stales. To make or become stale. 

— stale ' ly adv. — stale ' ness n. 
* syns: stale, flat, tired adj. coze meaning : lacking freshness 

or effectiveness through age or overuse <stale ideas> <stale bread> 
5TALE has broad literal and figurative application <stale crackers > 
<5ta/e news> Flat suggests a lack or loss of sparkle, either literal or 
metaphorical <flat champagne> <flat prose> Tired refers to what is 

, worn out ot hackneyed <a tired metaphor> 

StaleMstil) vi staled, stal.ing, stales. [ME stolen.] To urinate. 

— Used esp. ot horses and camels, —stale a. 
stalemate (stal'mit') n. [Obs. stale, stalemate (< ME < AN «- 

tale) + mate*.] i. A position in chess in which only the king can move 
but only into check. 2. A situation in which further action by oppo- 
nents is impossible : deadlock, -vt. -mat-ed, -mat-ing, 
-mates. To bring into a stalemate. 



Sta-lin 

exercis 



1 JBfcr sta 'fc-nfz'3m) n. The bureaucratic and autKn 
j . .'^B 3 ^ P? wer and mechanistic application nfT^ 
^ n , m ' s ^PP les characteristic of the period of the UaderdSN 
seph Stalin in the Soviet Union. -Sta'lin-ist n -Sta'r p0| 'fc 
(-ized, -iz-ing, -iz.es). ^'^t 

94-«llrl /-.A!.! .. II/FI .... 



stalk 



t ' (stdk) n. [ME.) 1 . a. A stem or main axis of a henW, 
b. A stem or similar structure that supports a plant part 
flower, flower cluster, or leaf. 2. A slender or eloncattH l) 1 
-stalked (stdkt) adi. -stalk 'less adj. - stalk ' v 
stalk* (stdk) v. stalked, stalk- ing, stalks. (ME stalk 
(be)stealcian. to walk softly.] - W. I. To walk with a stiff, £^ °E 



angry gait. 2. To move threateningly or menacingly. 3 To'trT? 
- vt. 1. To pursue by tracking. 2. To go through (a regionll te( 
of game or other quarry. - stalk 'er n ^c? 
stalk-ing-horse {std'kmg-hdrs') n. 1. a. A horse trained , 
ceal a hunter sulking game. b. A representation of a horse t , 
similar concealment. 2. A concealment for one's true purnow . fe 
3. A sham candidate put forward to conceal the candidacv nf' DtCor 
or to divide the opposition. y ^hts 

staU " 




ing a loss of lift and a tendency to drop in an aircraft or airiS^ 
stalled, staU.ing, stalls, - vt. 1. To lodge {an animal) b,,:,! 
2. To maintain (an animal) in a stall for fattening. 3. To 
motion or progress of. 4. To cause (an engine) accidentally tos£L 
rung 5. To cause (an airplane) to go into a stall, -vi. l. Toliv?^ 
lodged in a stall. 2. To stick fast in mud or snow. 3. To c££l 
standstill. 4. To stop operating because of mechanical failure ~uJ 

flyfnVs^el 5 " T ° CXPerienCe 3 Sta " 25 3 rCSUlt ° f 8 !0S3 in ^ 
stall* (st61) n (AN estal. decoy bird, of Germanic orig.1 A stwr,— 
employed to delay or gain time. -v. stalled, staU.injT ,5 
- vi. To gam time by means of a stratagem or ruse : delay '-,77 
use delaying tactics on. 10 
stall-feed (stfll'fed') vt. -fed (-fen'), -feed-ing, -feeds. Told* 
and feed (an animal) in a stall for the purpose of fattening ^ 
staWion (stil'yanj n [ME stalyone < OFr. estalon. of Gemunic 
one.) An uncastrated adult male horse ^mm 
stal.wart (stdl'wsrt) adj. [ME, alteration of stalworth < OE tai 
merthe, serviceable.] 1. Having physical strength : robust 2. W 
lute : uncompromising, —n. I. A physically and morally stZ 
person 2. An active supporter of an organization or cause -stal' 
wart.Iy adv. -stal 'wart. ness n. 

Sta.men (sta'msn) n.. pi sta.mens or sta-mi-oa (sta'mj-m 
stam'a-) [Ut. stamen, stamin-, thread.] The pollen-producine repro^ 
ductive organ of a flower, usu. consisting of a filament and an aidsa 
stamin- pref. (Ut. stamen, stamin-. thread.] Stamen <j£aminatt> 
Stani.i.na' (stlm'a-na) n. [Ut, pi. of stamen, thread.] The strenrth 
required to resist or withstand disease, fatigue, or hardship : Emu- 
ance. — stam.i*nal adj. 

eta.mi.na* (sta'ma-na, stim'a-) n. var. pi of stamen 
sta-mi-nal (sta'ms-nsl, stam^-) adj. Relating to a stamen 
8ta.mi.nate (sta'ma-nlt, -nat', stim'a-) adj. Bot. I. Havingasa- 
men or stamens. 2. Bearing stamens but no pistils. 
8 tarn. i. node (sta 'ma-nod', sum 'a-) also stam.i.no.di.om 
(su ma-no'de-am, stam'a-) n., pi -nodes also -no-di.a ( no'de-a) 
NUt. stammodium < Ut. stamen, thread.] Bot. A sterile, function- 
less stamen. 

s 5?*?£' no ; d >" (sti'nw-no'de, stam'a-) n. [stamin- + Gk ides. 
like.] Transformation of a floral organ into a stamen, 
stam-mel {stam'al) n. [Prob. alteration of stamin < ME stansyn < 
Ut. stammeus, consisting of threads < stamen, thread.) 1. Obs. A 
coarse, usu. red woolen cloth. 2. Archaic The red color of summel. 
Stain- me r (stain 'ar) v. -mered, -mer.ing, -mers. [ME stamaa 
< OE stamerian.] —vi. To make involunury pauses or syllabic rep- 
entions while speaking, -vt. To utter or say with a stammer, -n. 
The habit of summering or an instance of it. — stam'mer.er a. 

— stam'mer.ing.ly adv. 
stamp (stamp) v. stamped, stamp. ing, stamps. (ME stampta] 

- vt. 1. To bnng down (the foot) forcibly. 2. To bring the foot down 
on forcibly. 3. To bring into a specified condition by or as if by thrust- 
ing downward forcibly with the foot. 4. To form or cut out by appli- 
cation of a mold, form, or die. 5. To imprint or impress with a mart, 
design, or seal. 6. To impress forcibly or permanently. 7. To affix ) 
sump to. 8. To identify, characterize, or reveal <stamped them trai- 
tors> - vi. 1. To thrust the foot forcibly downward. % To walk with 
forcible, heavy steps, -n. I. An act of stamping. 2. a. An implenwi! 
or device used to impress, cut out, or shape something to which it is 
applied, b. The impression or shape thus formed. 3. A mark, design, « 
seal, whose impression indicates ownership, approval, or completion 
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